
Impact of Outdoor and Nature-Based Learning Webinars

The state of Minnesota has created resources to support early care and education providers in offering 
outdoor and nature-based learning opportunities. These resources include a series of webinars on topics 
such as:

93%
of attendees are 

“somewhat likely” or 
“likely” to implement 

and/or refine strategies 
from the webinars in 

their practice

•	 Evaluation of Learning
•	 Safety First!
•	 Curriculum Planning and Assessment with 

Nature in Mind
•	 Exploring Nature as a Teacher for Social 

Emotional Development and Social Systems

•	 Exploring Nature as a Teacher for Language, 
Literacy, Communication, Creativity and the 
Arts

•	 Exploring Nature as a Teacher for Math and 
Science

•	 Exploring Nature as a Teacher for Physical 
Development

Attendees show a commitment to using what they learn.

The Department of Children, Youth, and Families surveyed webinar attendees to learn more about the 
educators seeking out resources and analyze the effectiveness of the state’s support.
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To access these trainings and other resources, visit 
the Outdoor and Nature-Based Learning webpage.

https://dcyf.mn.gov/partners-and-providers/child-care-and-early-learning/professional-development/outdoor-learning


Metro area
492

Southern 
MN
300

Central MN
312

Northern MN
194

Other 
52

Primary role % of participants

Classroom teacher/educator 49%

Assistant teacher 11%

Program director 7%

Program owner 7%

Aide 6%

Principal 1%

Other 14%

Attendees work with families across the state in a variety of roles.

Child care 
center or 
private 

preschool
53%

Family 
child care

24%

Public school 
district

11%

Other
7%

Charter school
3%

Head Start
1%

Attendees want the state to provide more resources and professional 
learning opportunities.

Information/resources about topic
Single session workshop

Materials, 
equipment and gear 
for outdoor learning

Financing/grant 
opportunities for 
outdoor learning

Family and community 
partnerships for 
outdoor learning

Information and 
support for those in 

leadership roles
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80%
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What professional learning topics and resources could MDE/DCYF offer to further support and 
improve your work?

Infants/
Toddlers

Preschool

Kindergarten 1st  
Grade 3rd  

Grade

702

1,035

247
156 116 100

2nd  
Grade

Ages taught

Type of program

Location

50%

26%

43%

27%
35% 32% 37%

27%

Review the full survey results at dcyf.mn.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/els-onbl-survey-summary.pdf.

https://dcyf.mn.gov/sites/default/files/2025-10/els-onbl-survey-summary.pdf

