
 

WHEREAS: Children represent our greatest hopes for the future as the next leaders of our communities, state, 
and nation; and 

WHEREAS: Licensed family childcare providers are compassionate, dependable, and highly skilled 
professionals who understand child development, create nurturing and safe learning environments, 
and support children and their families as they grow and thrive; and 

WHEREAS: Licensed family childcare providers in Minnesota are often neighbors, relatives, or community 
members who dedicate their time and resources to fostering the well-being of children in their 
care; and 

WHEREAS: There are more than 5,400 licensed providers with the capacity to serve more than 65,000 infant to 
school-aged children in family childcare programs in Minnesota; and 

WHEREAS: Childcare Provider Appreciation Day is celebrated nationally on Friday, May 8; and 

WHEREAS: Minnesota has provided much-needed support to providers to help sustain the viability of 
childcare by funding the Great Start Compensation Support program, facility improvement grants, 
Childcare Wayfinders Network, Childcare Aware of Minnesota, Ombuds office, and other 
innovative supportive initiatives; and 

WHEREAS: Minnesota has provided much-needed support to providers to help sustain the viability of 
childcare by funding the Great Start Compensation Support Payment Program, facility 
improvement grants, Childcare Wayfinders Network, ParentAware, Ombuds office, and other 
innovative supportive initiatives; and 

WHEREAS: People in Minnesota are encouraged to recognize family childcare providers throughout the state 
for their dedication to providing quality care and early learning opportunities, and for the 
important role they play in our children’s future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TIM WALZ, Governor of Minnesota, do hereby proclaim May 4-8, 2026, as:  

FAMILY CHILDCARE 
PROVIDER WEEK 

in the State of Minnesota. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Great Seal of the State of Minnesota to be 
affixed at the State Capitol this 1st day of May. 
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